
Choosing a magnet school

MAGNET
SCHOOLS

Parents in 45 states and the District of Columbia can choose public magnet schools for 
their children.

Public magnet schools focus on specific themes, such as math, science, technology, the arts, 
or writing. However, they are also required to teach all academic subjects.

Public magnet schools are always recognized as public sector, not private, schools.

HOW MANY 

4,300
There are more than 4,300 public
magnet schools across the U.S

3.5
MILLION

ENROLLMENT

According to Magnet Schools of 
America, 75 percent of public 
magnet schools do not require 
entrance examinations for 
students. However, some schools 
are selective and set academic 
requirements for admission, 
including entrance exams.

Public magnet schools do 
not charge tuition or 
entrance fees. Costs for 
public magnet schools 
are paid by taxpayers in 
the form of local, state, 
and federal taxes. 

$0

TESTINGTEACHER CERTIFICATION

After they are enrolled, students in public 
magnet schools are required to take 
annual or occasional state tests. 
These tests vary by state. 
Some school districts and 
individual schools have their 
own assessments, as well.

For the most part, all or most 
teachers in public public 
magnet schools must be 
certified or licensed by the 
state to teach.

SPECIAL NEEDS
TRANSPORTATION

Public magnet schools are 
required to enroll, and 

provide specific services 
for, children with special 

needs.

                             Public magnet school
                         transportation policies 

vary by state and school ditrict. 
Generally speaking, most magnet schools 
offer free transportation to students, 
although some do not.

LEARNING VIA 

THEMES
A magnet school teaches all academic subjects to students, but it focuses on 
a specific theme like math, science, technology, writing, or performing arts. 

Magnet schools were originally conceptualized as a way to accelerate 
school integration. As the demand for educational options grew, magnet 
schools embraced theme-based learning, while retaining their focus on 
diversity—so that districts could provide even more public-sector school 
choices.

All states allow for the creation of public magnet schools. However, in a few 
states, there are no magnet schools in operation, or magnet school options 
are limited to only a couple schools throughout the state.

Where magnet schools exist, they are often so popular that they have wait 
lists. Sometimes, school districts hold random lotteries to fill seats at magnet 
schools that are close to reaching capacity.

For more information, visit 
www.schoolchoiceweek.com.

About 3.5 million 
students attend public 
magnet  schools.


